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Learn how to solve cryptic crosswords with this step-by-step course 

If you are intrigued by cryptic crosswords and would like to learn how to solve them, then this book is for you. It has 

been written for beginners and provides everything you need to develop your solving skills. 

Start with the basics and progress to the more advanced ideas 

The book takes you on a carefully planned route through the subject, making it easier to learn. It starts with the basic 

ideas and simplest types of clue, and gradually builds to the more advanced aspects of clue solving.   

Clear explanations with illustrations for all the different types of clue 
Each topic is explained clearly, with examples to show how the various types of clue work.  Diagrams are used to 

support written explanations, illustrate key ideas and engage different styles of learning. 

Exercises and practice crosswords to consolidate your learning 

We learn best by doing, and each topic is followed by exercises and practice clues. All of the practical activities have 

been designed to reinforce the key learning points and every chapter ends with practice puzzles to consolidate your 

learning. 

The foundations for an enjoyable and stimulating pastime 
Cryptic crosswords are fun to do and exercise the mind—they jog memories, stimulate thinking and often result in 

learning something new. This book provides what you need to know in order to solve cryptic puzzles. It also explains 

how you can practise and develop your solving skills further. 

 

About the author 

Henry Howarth teaches beginners how to solve cryptic crosswords.  This book uses the successful teaching 

method and learning content that he has developed on the face-to-face courses he runs. Henry has a lifelong 

interest in crosswords and has published puzzles in magazines. He is a qualified teacher and an experienced 

author of learning resources for adults. 

 

 

 

“This book is brilliant. It takes the beginner step-by-step towards understanding the mysteries of 

cryptic clues with carefully measured explanations and exercises. A useful ‘refresher' for the more 

experienced too.” Richard Ford 

 


